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SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON THE AUSTRALIAN SUGAR STOCK ANALYSIS 
LONDON FOR KATZ 

1 . THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ARE FROM A REVIEW OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN SUGAR STOCK SIZE PAPER BY KEN DAVIS OF EB/PAS. 

WE ASSUME THE AUSTRALIAN PAPER IS TO BE USED IN SUPPORT 
OF A STOCK OF 1.84 MILLION METRIC TONS. 

2. THE MAJOR PROBLEM WITH THE AUSTRALIAN ANALYSIS IS THAT 
THE MEAN OF THEIR CALCULATIONS FOR (P-C), THE EXPECTED 
MARKET IMBALANCE, IS NOT EQUAL TO ZERO OVER THE TEN YEAR 
PERIOD, BUT RATHER IS A SURPLUS OF ROUGHLY TWO MILLION 
METRIC TONS. THIS RESULT IS DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE FOR TWO 
REASONS: (1) A TEN CENT PRICE, EVEN ADJUSTED FOR INFLATION, 
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IS NOT HIGH ENOUGH TO GENERATE AN AVERAGE SURPLUS OVER THE 
NEXT TEN YEARS, AND (2) EVEN IF A TEN CENT PRICE IS HIGH 
ENOUGH, HOW CAN IT BE MAINTAINED WITH SURPLUS SUGAR YEAR 
AFTER YEAR? WHO ABSORBS THE EXCESS SUGAR TO SUPPORT THE 
TEN CENT PRICE? 

3. IF ONE TAKES THE FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS INTO ACCOUNT: 
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(A) THAT OVER TIME THE EXPECTED MARKET IMBALANCE WILL 
NEITHER BE SURPLUS OR SHORTAGE; (B) THE PRICE WILL RISE OR 
FALL TO EQUATE PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION; AND (C) THE RE- 
QUIRED STOCK SIZE IS RECALCULATED USING THEIR METHOD WITH 
THE EXPECTED MEAN AT ZERO INSTEAD OF TUO MILLION METRIC 
TONS; THEN THE EXPECTED VALUE OF THE SHORTFALL INCREASES 
FROM 1 .34 TO 2.33 MILLION METRIC TONS. TAKING THE AVERAGE 
LENGTH OF CONSECUTIVE SHORTFALLS TO BE 1.38 YEARS AS CAL- 
CULATED BY THE AUSTRALIANS, THE REQUIRED BUFFER STOCK SIZE 
IS 3.215 MILLION METRIC TONS (2.33 TIMES 1.38), NOT THE 
1 .84 MILLION METRIC TONS THEY CALCULATED. VANCE 
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